
 Branching Out 
 June 26, 2009 

The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources 

and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia. 

 

NOTE:  There will be no Branching Out on July 10.  The editor (Charlene) will be on 
an Alaska cruise celebrating her parents 50th anniversary. 
 
TREE meetings: 
September 17 Meeting:  Northumberland County Library in Heathsville from 11 to 2pm  Guest 
speaker will be Dr. Jeff Kirwin, author of Remarkable Trees of Virginia. 
 
Local Events: 
Girl Scout Leader Kick-Offs 
The Girl Scouts will be hosting a state-wide and local kick-off for leaders.  Area EE providers are 
invited to display at these events. 
Mini-Girl Scout Leader Kick Off on the Northern Neck:   
GS Leader Kick Off in Warsaw on Thursday, August 6 from 6-8 pm. 
If anyone is interested in attending and giving a brief (5-10 minute) presentation on their 
organization, facility, etc, please contact Wendy Mataya at wmataya@comgirlscouts.org.  We 
would also be happy to distribute literature about your organization -- just mail flyers to Wendy at 
Girl Scout Office, PO Box 184, Mollusk, VA  22517. 
 
Other Events: 
Free Public Wetlands Education Seminar 
July 11th, 9am-3pm, Ernie Morgan Center, Norfolk 

Morning sessions will provide information on:  the functions and values of wetlands, the importance 
of wetlands in marine ecosystems and their value to society, restoration projects in the City, the 
regulatory process, enforcement issues, and City staff contact information. In the afternoon, staff 
will drag nets for fish, filter marine sediments for critters, and we'll look at vegetated wetlands to 
relate classroom concepts to Norfolk's wetland resources.  Participants will have the  opportunity to 
be actively involved in the field activities so dress accordingly!  Breakfast snacks and lunch 
provided to registered participants.  Contact Kevin Du Bois (kevin.dubois@norfolk.gov) or Annette 
Newkirk (664-4746) to register.  Space is limited.   

Offshore Wind Energy 
July 13th, 5:30-8:30pm, Ernie Morgan Center, Norfolk 
Guest Speaker: Eileen Levandoski, Sierra Club 
Agenda: 5:30 - 8:00 PM  
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5:30-6:00 pm Dinner 

6:00-7:45 pm Program and Discussion 
2009 General Assembly Recap 
Update on Federal Legislation 
2010 Session: What will the legislative landscape look like? 
Offshore Wind Energy 

7:45-8:00 pm Networking / wrap-up   

RSVP by July 12th to Dana Roberts, 804-644-0283, dana@vcnva.org 

Environmental Science Summer Teacher Institute ~ Maryland 

July 20-31, 2009 ~ Accokeek, Maryland 
Potomac River & Chesapeake Bay Issue Investigation: Hands on Science in Action is a 
professional development opportunity for teachers and environmental education 
practitioners in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. During institutes and workshops, 
teachers become “students,” actively exploring our curriculum and field studies by 
participating in hands-on activities, models, and conducting in depth field study 
investigations amid diverse habitats.  

http://www.fergusonfoundation.org/hbf/teacher_trai...  

 

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff 
Dear Virginia Naturally Partners and Friends of Virginia's Environment: 
Please view the June Newsletter at http://www.vanaturally.com/vanaturally/junenews09.html for 
information on the 2009 EE Conference, summer workshops and trainings, and grant opportunities 

Enter the Funky Nests Challenge! 
Deadline, July 31st  

You find them in hanging flower baskets...an old boot...a garage shelf...or under a bridge...birds 
build nests in the strangest places! For the Funky Nests in Funky Places challenge, we want you to 
take photos, do a painting, write a story, or shoot a video showing a bird's nest built in some out-of-
the-way or out-of-this-world place. When observing nests please be sure to avoid touching them or 
disturbing the birds.  
 
We have some great prizes, includig a Leica C-LUX 3 compact camera, bird feeders, shrubs for 
planting, and more. The first 50 entrants will receive a copy of the "Doves and Pigeons" poster by 
Julie Zickefoose and we'll post selected images and videos on the Celebrate Urban Birds website. 
 
Here's how to enter: 
1. Email your entry to urbanbirds@cornell.edu. Links are acceptable for videos.  
2. Write "Funky Nests" in the subject line. 
3. Include your name and mailing address.  
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4. Explain why you submitted-what's the story behind it? 
5. One entry per person, please. 

 

NCLI Video "Get 'em Outisde" 
This engaging, inspiring No Child Left Inside (NCLI) Coalition video celebrates environmental 
education and its impact on children, learning, health, and leadership.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRR1feHqZPY  

 

Grants, Volunteers, and Funding: 
New website to register your volunteer projects 
President Obama has recently unveiled an initiative calling on all Americans to help in our nation's 
recovery by volunteering in their communities this summer. The President's call to summer service 
launches United We Serve, a sustained effort to expand the size and impact of volunteer efforts in 
addressing tough challenges facing the nation. 

To make it easy for Americans to get involved, the President is urging Americans to visit 
Serve.gov. Visitors to Serve.gov can type in their zip code to find local volunteer opportunities, 
recruit volunteers by registering their organization's projects , or get ideas for creating their own 
projects with friends, families, and neighbors. Plan a project, join a project and register your project 
at www.serve.gov. 

 

Jobs 
Extension Agents Wanted 

Virginia Cooperative Extension is seeking applications for the four positions listed below.  To 
research all available positions, please visit http://www.jobs.vt.edu 

 Extension Agent, 4-H Youth Development, York County, Posting 090322 
https://listings.jobs.vt.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=190464  

 Extension Agent, Agriculture & Natural Resources, Tazewell County, Posting 090323 
https://listings.jobs.vt.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=190465  

 Extension Agent, Agriculture & Natural Resources, Amelia County, Posting 090321 
https://listings.jobs.vt.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=190463  

 Extension Agent, Agriculture & Natural Resources, Frederick County, Posting 090325 
https://listings.jobs.vt.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=190467  
  

Learning Barge Educator 

Elizabeth River Project, Portsmouth 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102606214795&s=42&e=001ll_8juui2KAsezQOXaMtzwVJ6fX4fGvJ_bDI-eVfajhQerCilBXUoCI7GLZn5d90FzNwXpxWnYTMHD-aUVxryx2IMPSjCdqZt9Lvr44xhKZWQxJ2hyAOVpUaERV9mSu13scSJiAAr2U=
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102606214795&s=42&e=001ll_8juui2KD5smUPdHJMss8Jbs3CRIiq98GmF5Meekfx8pbBbd2cgAPpSkGwThZeqTpBC4DCI9vTVnTQezJwYGueNVMl9ey3tPawSYvFOMMujCVTJKA17PuhKhgRP9-tkGltpyu2XvAXiwgVRN_KTnpS8_2hsZFaOt-K4e51Lvw=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102606214795&s=42&e=001ll_8juui2KAog2oUK4c74jKDN8H0tIyxqDIoRarG7jrLP5G9URU0ltTMc--KUae4t3VNSBeE5AVbyKsHJGWEy2fB2a-ySRhVtkjM-9lkzfBkFDvRRZliYAlxda6qclj07tYUkORnySXoZCBdJpwQrCTEpR7I_OOIafAND1OALTM=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102606214795&s=42&e=001ll_8juui2KD4H7BuyM2uhdr5UdIIBPjdR5jB47YndblFLqBhMhK2yjm-ZjaYpiYlrLozrNLd_SccQUdueVf8OUWVK92uy3v-LroAWY1R9qTWsnSzPVXoFAa7prYJxO8e6VjUi7oWntMEE8oZBBKUW4a_df4WgQ7f2a711uJyxCI=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102606214795&s=42&e=001ll_8juui2KAZnqCsvBbtvn8vpMCyM-XlBruBz_2kYbqExwR1zi9nyoSnzAqfZcKv8QCvqxglWvnSdQkP60KZzQylZjFeHE3TpOZWgLp-PHPqJ7l8iyCAxNyAMZ3ieaDnH5XN4QjDM1bq7ftebOGmXdDrDs5zrjOe-aLX0cYoqNc=


The non-profit Elizabeth River Project is looking for an environmental educator/caretaker to support 
the world's first floating wetland classroom, The Learning Barge, powered by sun and wind.  Ideal 
person has a strong background in environmental science and interactive education, is energetic, 
people-oriented and organized.   
Training and experience required in one or more of these areas:  environmental education (3-8 
grades ideal), marine sciences, green engineering (solar/wind). Familiarity with any of the following 
a big plus: marine vessels, exhibit maintenance, marine and/or solar systems maintenance.  
The right candidate also will have strong communication skills, a love of the outdoors, and a 
passion for improving the environment. Background check will be required. 
Assignment will be to work with the Outreach Programs Manager to plan and implement the first 
year of programming for The Learning Barge, using its five learning stations to teach students and 
adults how to make the Elizabeth River swimmable and fishable by 2020.  A curriculum has been 
drafted by area educators. To learn more about the award-winning project (winner Education 
Award 2008, American Institute of Architects), visit www.elizabethriver.org.  
If you've got what we need, send resume, three professional references and cover letter to: Robin 
Dunbar, Public Outreach Manager, The Elizabeth River Project, 475 Water Street, C103A, 
Portsmouth, VA  23704.  No calls. 
  

Manager, Operations 

Pew Environment Group, Washington, DC 
The Manager for Operations reports to the Deputy Director, Operations and will be responsible for 
providing programmatic and operational support to the PEG management and program staff, 
including assisting in the development of plans, grant proposals and reports. Responsibilties also 
include working with the PCT Philanthropic Services to prepare proposals to donors, grant reports 
and development of materials for donor meetings; managing human resources reports and projects 
including staff and intern recruiting; assisting with management of the employee performance 
review process, orientation of new employees, and other human resource projects as needed. The 
officer will supervise one departmental employee. 
 
The successful candidate will minimally have a bachelor's degree and at least eight years of 
relevant employment experience in a 
fast-paced, dynamic environment preferably working with management at high levels of an 
organization. Other requirements include demonstrated project management skills, the capacity to 
think strategically, the ability to manage staff and motivate colleagues through effective leadership, 
mentoring and coaching, keen attention to detail and excellent organizational skills, as well as 
excellent written and oral communications skills. Demonstrated proficiency in computer technology 
including application for project and data management is also required, and experience working 
with database software preferred. 
 
Pew offers a competitive salary and excellent benefits package 
including four weeks of vacation, a generous 401(k) plan and flexible benefit options. For 
immediate consideration please visit the Careers@Pew page of our Web site www.pewtrusts.org to 
read the full job description and apply for the position. 
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EnvironMentors Program Manager  

NCSE, Washington, DC 

A Program Manager is needed to support the program's expansion as a national university-based 
college access program. EnvironMentors is an environmental science mentoring program geared 
to preparing high school students from underrepresented backgrounds for college degree 
programs and careers in environmental and related science fields. Initiated in 1992 as a community 
based organization serving DC public high school students, EnvironMentors is now an initiative of 
the National Council for Science and the Environment and undergoing an ambitious scale up as a 
national college access program with chapters located at universities across the country. The 
National Program Manager will support all aspects of EnvironMentors national expansion including 
solicitation and development of new chapters; training and capacity-building for chapter personnel; 
development of webinars and other training tools to support chapter directors, coordinators, and 
partner high school teachers; and will assist with ongoing fundraising efforts for the program. For 
more information about EnvironMentors and the full job description, please see 
http://ncseonline.org/01about/cms.cfm?id=1144   

Job Type: Full Time permanent  
Salary Detail: Based on experience  
Deadline: 6-30-2009  
Organization: National Council for Science and the Environment  
Contact Person: Susan Carlson  
Phone: 202-530-5810  
E-Mail: susan@ncseonline.org  
 
Mailing Address: 1101 17th ST NW, Suite 250  
Washington, DC 20036 

 
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear 
about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to 
charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov  
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